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A mail's liberty to refuse wages is thus, largely though
by no means wholly, illusory.

There is another aspect of liberty which is as of much
importance as any yet discussed. Hithcito we have spoken
ol liberty from the angle of freedom from lestiamt. That
is a negative angle. Such fieedom is good news only for
those who possess financial resouices' it has a less happy
ruess.igc to those who lack them

freedom from external rc.sU.iclions which would dcboi
us from enjoying the goods of hfe is a very different thing
from liecdom of access to them It is freedom of access
to good things freedom of opportunity, which the masses
lack and which Christianity demands

When, as an engineer apprentice, I woikccl and lived
on 135. a week, I was as free as any man in England to
smoke cigars or visit the Riviera No law hindered me.
In other lands men suffer such restraints Negroes, in
some States, no matter how able and willing to pay for
them, are de-baned from certain luxuries and privileges:
even the sunny side-walk of the street is prohibited ground.
Not so here. 1 was u formally " free, as the logicians say,
to do these things. And we Britons possess a wide " formal"
ircrdom and a wide permission to enjoy at our own sweet
will a multitude of luxuries and amenities.

But "formal" permission is not actual opportunity.
Permission and opportunity stand poles apart. The labouicr
has "formal " freedom to smoke dg.iis. Being- poor, he
lacks opportunity; the "formal" permission is useless.
In the matter of cigars he lacks freedom. Formal per-
mission ax^ails him nni ;\\ all. And so it is throughout the
whole of society. Ro.il freedom, the freedom which
matters, is rare. What freedom has the average British
housewife among the tempting \Vcst End shops? Lack
of money m the purse reduces freedom to zero for ninety-
nine out of every bundled shoppers. Jt is the favoured
few, the middle and upper ehisscs, the men who possess
both formal freedom and freedom of opportunity, who arc
loudest in then boasts of England's liberty, and as